
   

Due to technical problems reported by Nevada’s test provider, the test window start 
date for statewide Criterion Referenced Tests (CRTs) for English language arts and 
math in grades 3 through 8 must be postponed for two weeks.  
  
Tony Alpert, Executive Director of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium, 
yesterday wrote to Nevada Department of Education officials, saying: “I regret to inform 
you that my staff and I recommend that Nevada consider opening its testing window on 
or after March 25, 2015 to allow for sufficient time to conduct needed quality assurance 
testing . . . the test delivery software we provided was not performing well enough to 
ensure each student will have a high quality testing experience.” 
  
A limited number of schools had planned to begin CRT testing on Monday, March 16. 
CRT testing will now begin no earlier than Monday, March 30, depending upon spring 
break schedules. The change in the testing window affects Churchill, Clark, Douglas, 
Esmeralda, Humboldt, Lincoln, and Nye school districts and the State Public Charter 
School Authority. Testing schedules for all other state assessments are not affected.  
  
This delay impacts the testing schedule for Smarter Balanced assessments, which is 
the new CRT for English and math in grades 3-8. Nevada partnered with over 20 other 
states in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) to develop the new 
assessments. The delay affects Nevada and two other states, Montana and North 
Dakota. 
  
“I regret the inconvenience to district staff and students who are affected by this delay,” 
said Superintendent of Public Instruction Dale Erquiaga. “As a governing state of the 
Smarter Balanced Consortium, we are troubled and disappointed that Smarter Balanced 
is unable to deliver the assessment system on time as promised to all its member 
states. I am consulting with the Nevada Attorney General’s office to determine what 
contractual remedies may be pursued and a full report will be made to the State Board 
of Education at its meeting on March 26th.”  
  
The Smarter Balanced assessments are a key part of implementing Nevada’s new 
standards and preparing all students for success in college and careers. As a Smarter 
Balanced member state, Nevada has played a key role in the development of a next-
generation assessment system that is fully aligned to the Nevada Academic Content 
Standards. The new test system offers significant improvements over Nevada’s 
previous CRTs, including: computer adaptive testing; expanded accessibility features to 
meet the needs of all students; and performance tasks that ask students to demonstrate 
an array of research, writing, and problem solving skills. 
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